92	TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
united front which Russia had been patiently trying to
build up in the Balkans in years past.21 While this policy
postponed temporarily the complete liquidation of Euro-
pean Turkey, the outcome of the Balkan wars—both the
change in the territorial status quo and the shift in the bal-
ance of power—accentuated the clash of interests centered
around the Straits.
the liman von sanders incident
No sooner was peace reestablished in the Balkans than the
question of the Straits was raised in an acute form in conse-
quence of the appointment of a German general, Herr
Liman von Sanders, charged with the reorganization of the
Turkish army, as commander of a Turkish army corps sta-
tioned at Constantinople.22 The implications of German
control of military forces in Constantinople were fully re-
alized by the Entente Powers in general and by Russia in
particular, where the news of Sanders' mission was received
with alarm. Although the Turkish army had had German
instructors since the end of the nineteenth century when
Germany had begun to take an interest in Turkey, it seemed
21	The opposition of Russia to the consummation of Bulgaria's victory
by the occupation of Constantinople, her lukewarm attitude during the
London Peace negotiations and during the third Balkan war in the sum-
mer of 1913, brought to an abrupt end the friendly devotion which
the Bulgarians had felt ever since 1878 toward Russia.  From this time
on, Bulgaria definitely moved closer to the Central Powers.
22	For the background and repercussions on the Sanders incident,
consult Die Grosse Politik, Vol. 38, Chap. 290, pp. i9irL; British Docu-
ments, Vol. X, Pt. I, Chap. 87, pp. 338*1*.; Documents diplomatique*
jrangais (i#71-1914), 3rd Ser.  (1912-1914), Vol. VIII, passim.   For an
excellent historical narrative, see R. J. Kerner, "The Mission of Liman
von Sanders," Slavonic Review, Vol. 6, pp. i2rL, 244^:., 543!?.; Vol. 7,
pp. 9ofL  See also Taube, op. cit.} pp. 309^.; Sazonow, Fateful Years
(London, 1928), pp. 117-124.

